Although the operation of tying the common carotid artery is now one of ordinary occurrence, there are several circumstances connected with the following case which seem to invest it with more than usual interest. Of these may be mentioned, the period of the duration of the disease, the success of the ligature after the morbid growth had acquired such a size, and appeared to have made such progress in other respects as to render any operation all but hopeless. The case may be shortly stated thus.
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On the 25th January 1840, I was requested to visit Mrs Fraser, a spare and delicate-looking woman, in her 67th year. She had on the right side of the neck a large circumscribed tumour, pulsating strongly, and extending nearly from the angle of the jaw to the sternum and clavicle, which supported the swelling below, and had apparently interrupted its progress downwards. The sense of pulsation in the tumour, its distension in every direction, as if caused by a force propagated from the centre towards the circumference, and the increase and diminution of the strength of the pulsation by every thing which increased or diminished the force of the heart's action, were calculated to induce a belief that the disease was aneurism, which, to all appearance, had nearly reachedits last stage, causing great difficulty of respiration and deglutition with troublesome cough and sleepless nights. At the lower part of the swelling, directly over the sterno-clavicular articulation, mortification had made considerable progress, and arterial blood was occasionally oozing from the sloughing portion. The gangrene had commenced some months previous by several small dark-coloured spots, which had now run into one slough fully equal in extent to the size of half-a-crown. The sloughing process had also penetrated to nearly an inch in depth. This 
